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Studio Art AP Syllabus 

 Advance Placement AP 2D Digital Design and AP Photo
Welcome to AP Art. I am so excited you are here. I am ready to be your mentor and guide you. You are all artists. 
What this means is that I will give you challenging goal driven assignments  for  Breadth section about one every 
week on Google Classroom. You are expected to read the info provided or watch videos then find and complete a 
solution to the artistic challenge to a high quality of artistic skill and thought. You will always be required to show 
your ideation  in your sketchbooks and talk about your work. Please ask me for help. 
The plan going forward is a more reverse/flip type of class which builds on your knowledge and my serving as your 
mentor. You will always be required to brainstorm your ideas in your sketchbook. This will help me to help you. 
Remember I am an artist and I am a visual thinker 
too. You will also have a weekly sketch book 
assignment. I am well versed in many media and 
artistic thought so I am your guide. Please ask me 
for help. Although we will be working studio style I 
plan to show some media demos and art inspiration 
lectures when I see a need and it will be helpful for 
success in this class. Missing these will result in 
missing a learning opportunity and points. 
Remember these classes are about you and your 
artistic  journey. I call myself your mentor and I mean I  
am here to help. See insert. 

This AP Studio Art course is designed for students 
who are seriously interested in the practical 
experience of art and is taught at the college level. 
Every aspect of the class will require students to 
respond at a higher level of responsibility, artistic 
expression, and sophistication. Students will have 
an understanding that their artwork will 
demonstrate a sense of relevance based upon 
individual style, technique, and ideation. 

AP Studio Art is not based on a written exam; 
instead, students submit portfolios for evaluation at the end of the school year. The portfolio structure is divided into 
three sections: Quality, Breadth and Area of Concentration. Each section has specific goals for the student to 
achieve. The Breadth section is generally a teacher driven syllabus of assignments, which allows students to gain 
greater experience with technique, problem solving, and ideation within their portfolio focus. The Area of 
Concentration is dedicated to an independent investigation of a strong visual idea that each student has the 
opportunity to choose. This section of the portfolio is devised to allow students to demonstrate learning over time 
by showing growth, research, and evolution of an artistic concern. The Quality section is a selection of art works 
taken from both the Breadth and Area of Concentration. These works should show the highest level of achievement 
for each student. The College Board will evaluate these works separately. 

This course enables students to develop master in concept, composition, and execution of mark making. The course 
enables students to develop a body of work investigating a strong underlying visual idea of drawing and painting 
design that grows out of a coherent plan of action or thoughtful investigation of a specific visual idea. The course 
teaches students a variety of concepts and approaches in the craft of art making, so that the student is able to 
demonstrate a range of abilities and versatility with technique, problem solving, and ideation. Such conceptual 
variety can be demonstrated through either the use of one or several media. 

All art work submitted in this program must be original. Students will be taught the rules of  artistic integrity and 
gain a thorough understanding of what constitutes plagiarism and how copyrights control image making and selling. 
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Although many students have experience in copying other 
artists’ works, this course will expound the importance of 
moving beyond mere duplication of others’ work to learning 
how to use the students voice.  

The instructional goals of the AP Studio Art 
program can be described as follows: 

Encourage creative and systematic investigation of 
formal and conceptual issues.  

Emphasize making art as an ongoing process that 
involves the student's informed and critical 
decision making. 

Help students develop technical skills and 
familiarize them with the functions of the visual 
elements. 

Encourage students to become independent 
thinkers who will contribute inventively and 
critically to their culture through the making of 
art. 

Engage in 
formal group 
critiques as well 
as individual 
critiques (with 
instructor) .

Students will 
produce quality 
works for both 
their 
Concentration 
and Breadth 
sections of their 
portfolio. They 
will select five of 
their very best 
works to submit 
to the College 
Board for their 
in person 
evaluation.

Ethics, Artistic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is not tolerated in this course and 
may lead to failure of the course. 

Although the use of appropriated images is 
common in the professional art world today, 
students who make use of borrowed images 
should demonstrate a creativity and 
sophistication of approach that transcends mere 
copying. This policy is clearly stated in the 
sections on each portfolio in this booklet: “Any 
work that makes use of (appropriates) 
photographs, published images and/or other 
artists’ works must show substantial and 
significant development beyond duplication. 
This is demonstrated through manipulation of 
the formal qualities, design, and/or concept of 
the source.The student’s individual “voice” 
should be clearly evident. It is unethical, 
constitutes plagiarism, and often violates 
copyright law simply to copy an image (even 
in another medium) that was made by someone 
else and represent it as one’s own.” Teachers 
and students are strongly encouraged to 
become knowledgeable about copyright laws. 
In evaluating portfolios, the Readers look for 
original thinking. Students are encouraged to 
create artworks from their own knowledge, 
experiences and interests. Universities, 
colleges, and professional schools of art have 
rigorous policies regarding plagiarism. The AP 
Studio Art Program endorses these 
policies.Digital images of student work that are 
submitted in the portfolios may be edited; 
however, the goals of image editing should be 
to present the clearest, most accurate 
representation of the student’s artwork, and to 
ensure that images meet the requirements of 
the Digital Submission Web application. When 
submitting their portfolios, students must 
indicate their acceptance of the following 
statement: “I hereby affirm that all works in 
this portfolio were done by me and that these 
images accurately represent my actual work.”

Family Crest project
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Students will participate in class critiques (including students outside AP classes) and individual 
instructional conservations with the teacher. Every work of art is significant to the process because of 
time restraints and production volume. Each student must be prepared to present their works of art in 

both private critiques and many open 
class discussions. 

GRADES 
Grades will be based on your 
participation on assignments 
throughout the class, your technical 
ability to produce a successful 
artwork, your aesthetic development, 
test scores, quizzes, an artist’s 
portfolio project and a your ability to 
both lead and work within a group.  
All pieces of artwork, writing 
assignments, reports, tests and 
quizzes.  All assignments are on 
Google Classroom  when it is 
assigned and I expect for you to keep 
track of your own grades using the 
program.

Homelink website and Google Classroom.  Please 
allow up to 2 weeks for grade input.

A difficult part of AP is that it is so focused on the final product that students often devalue the 
struggles one might have during the process of the art piece. Students will often try to rush 
towards their first idea because of the time limitations. Thus, they choose to forgo the 
prototyping phases and skip to the final product. This is the biggest mistake an AP student can 
make, leaving them with half baked ideas and shoddy craftsmanship. It is only when you 
struggle with new ideas and materials that you really are learning. Unfortunately, AP doesn't 
want to see the process you've gone through. . .only the product.  So to remedy this conflict 
between product and process, I will allocate 30 % for your brainstorming and the grades 1-6 
(5=100%)  for your projects and those will be 70% . (But remember a couple of 4’s, a 2 and a 
zero can really affect your scores. Please use the edits for credits program to help your grade 
before you are failing. Critiques should give you a good idea of what you need to fix. 

LATE WORK
I do not accept late work in this class unless you have an excused absence.  I am extremely serious 
about this. If you do not have work at critique you lose 1 point on the 5 point scale plus the critiques 
from Ms. Moore and your peers will make you more successful. Go to 3 critiques 

The Sketchbook.
Ideation Assignments are meant for you to
"work things out and help you gain the 
knowledge of the assignment"  It is the process 
by which you collect and paste, sketch, annotate, 
critique, re-search, create, edit, and finalize your 
ideas for a final product. Idea brainstorming 
process does not mean you create one idea and 
call it quits.  It is a process for working through 
many ideas on paper. This means it is as much 
about failure as it is success.  The Ideation 
Process should take you many hours to find a 
solution to a particular problem or challenge.  
Because it is so time consuming, the ideation 
process is heavily weighted in this class.  These 
exercises are assigned to you on Google 
Classroom.

Grades breakdown as follows:  
Projects:70%,  
Critique,  Participation in group10%, 
Sketchbook Weekly  & ideation 20%, 



with nothing to show you will be 
asked to move down to ADV. Art 
level or out of class.  On the day 
the project is due, you must submit 
something for a grade even if it is 
not complete.  If you receive a poor 
grade and you have given it your 
best try, you may want to rework 
the piece and resubmit it for “Edits 
for Credits.” There is no acceptable 
reason to miss a due date if you 
have attended class. You will be 
required to show at that stage in 
critique. It is not fair to you or your 
fellow students if you are not 
showing at critique. I am also 
giving a critique score this year and 
you will not be able to make that up
(if you miss the day of critique with 
an excused absence please get
critique makeup form and review 
the artwork with each student and 
and submit for the credit.

EDITS FOR CREDITS
If you submitted your work on the due date and it was completed with effort at the time, you may submit 
your work for an improved score.  You will have 7 days outside of  class to improve the project.  No work 
will be accepted after the week. 

Homelink and Zero Scores: 
Please note that Homelink is NOT an assignment planner for you.  Google Classroom is the assignment 
planner and the turn in box. Please follow your progress on Google Classroom. Homelink is a software 
program that enables teachers to score, record and calculate student work. Scores are entered into the 
program after the assignment is turned in by the student and scored by the teacher, and, often the three 
day grace period has elapsed. Because the work is project based please give Ms. Moore two weeks after 
a project's due date to be completely graded.  As a result, Homelink is not an effective way to track work 
missed due to absence. If work was not submitted, the assignment will show as a red space in the 
students’ Homelink record.
If a student does not turn in the work from an excused absence within the three day grace period, the 
work earns a “0” score. They may make-up the work for -10% up to 2 weeks after the grade goes in. If it 
gets turned in after the next grading period it will be -20%. 

Google Classroom:  
All work will be turned into google classroom. We will set up in class. Parents if you want toget weekly or 
monthly progress reports let me or another teacher know. We can setup. Please  download Google 
Calendar and Google Classroom to your phones.The calendar should help you track of all their due dates 
and changes in due dates for all their classes (if all the teachers opt into the system).  

Computer Login - Account name: grad year 1st two initial of first name and 1st three letters of last name 
with 01 Password: student id numbers
Example- Account Name: 17micarm01 Password:12345 Google Login – Account name: grad year1st two 
initial of first name and 1st three letters of last name with 
01@mdusd.net,
see Ms. Moore if it doesn't work
Password: lower case initials student id numbers Example- Account Name: 17micarm01@mdusd.net 
Password: mc12345
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CELL PHONE USE IN CLASS
The phone can be a great tool and distraction to getting work done.  As long as the student maintains an 
A and A quality work ethic in class Ms. Moore has no problem with students using the phone for music, 
internet, and research. If the students are not completing work in class because of the distraction of the 
phone, the student will be asked to put their phone in a  cell phone jail box that sits in front of them. If this 
does not happen or the student sneaks the phone out of the box the teacher will follow through with 
school’s defiance policy. Please support me on an effort to make sure the student learns by doing the 
work and not being on the phone tuned out. Students may use phones to take photos of work and view 
assignments on Google Classroom.

Participation: 
There is a quick turn around for projects so I must see you doing art in class. You are probably going to 
need class time and at home time. If I need to talk to you about turning your studio time into a homework 
center your participation grades will drop and I will give your parents an email home.

Clean-up and materials: 
AP art materials are the best I can afford to buy, do not ruin them by being careless or inattentive and 
don’t feel like cleaning up. You are the cream of the crop and most trusted group so make sure you act 
like it and hold yourself to the highest work ethic possible.

RULES
Classroom rules will be made by the students in the classroom. Once the rules have been set they will be 
on Google Classroom and signed by each student agreeing to the rules so there is a great working 
environment.

Creating your own team and helpful group.
AP is tough and rewarding but every student who takes this class will struggle at some point. I would 
encourage you to make a chat group with others in your cohort. (tribe) It can really help to talk on your 
own without Ms. Moore’s voice. 

Finally have Fun and Learn!
I was listening to a AP Art teacher podcast and a teacher talked about how they lighten the mood with 
funny memes created with the teacher or students in mind. They play jokes (nice of course, no mean 
spirited jokes) I have been known to throw some parties but maybe you can help suggest stuff to lighten 
the spirits of all. All fun art making is welcome. 






